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Overview of work 
This submission is a response to the Externally set assignment starting point of 
‘Fantastic and Strange’. The evidence for the student’s response to sources, the 
documentation of the development of ideas and plans leading to the selection and 
production of a final realisation are all contained in an A2 loose leaf document folder. 
The resulting outcome is mounted and displayed on a separate sheet of black card.

It is clearly indicated in the folder that from page 41 the evidence submitted was 
produced under formal conditions within the 10 hour period. This includes a plan, 
developmental work in the form of a rehearsal for the final composition, an evaluation 
and the mounting of evidence on the last A2 inserts. The student is able to show the 
unaltered images that have been used to construct the final composition and has also 
left the remainder of the cut images as evidence of the process.

It is clear throughout the evidence of the student’s journey that prior learning has 
contributed to the independent work of the student and the success of the submission.

Assessment objective 1: 19/24 marks
At the beginning of the documentation there is evidence of a broad range of general 
research around the title ‘Fantastic and Strange’. This includes a detailed mind map 
and two pages of collected secondary images, all appropriately selected for their links 
with the theme of study. The initial photo shoot (page 4) shows images taken in an 
architectural reclamation yard. It is clear that the subject matter has been chosen for its 
bizarre nature and potential for linking with the theme as are some of the compositions 
used by the student. Annotated evidence that accompanies these initial images 
contains reference to photographic technique, initial reflections suggesting ideas and 
insights and appropriate vocabulary-related visual language.  

From page 9 the work of a range of photographers leads subsequent practical 
responses. All of this evidence shows a highly developed awareness of the potential 
of the sources and demonstrates a highly developed level of creative and purposeful 
initial investigation.

The work clearly meets the criteria in the17 to 20 mark band.
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Assessment objective 2: 19/24 marks
On page 16 a further mind map is used to consider the possibilities of portraiture. 
There is also a proposal that provides a summary of the student’s initial intentions. 
This evidence contains meaningful links to previous evidence and demonstrates the 
beginning of a process of refinement with clear purpose.

There follows a further photo shoot and a series of Photoshop experiments to improve 
and manipulate selected images. Yet again annotation supports the judgement of a 
high level of understanding of process and the use of visual language is testament to 
the discriminating decisions and purposeful engagement with materials and processes. 
Experimentation and refinement takes place up to page 24 where other sources such 
as the painterly qualities of a Francis Bacon portrait and work by John Stezaker are 
introduced to extend ideas. This leads to the investigation of ‘Mixed Media’ (page 27) 
which further extends compositional ideas and ideas linked to ‘Fantastic and Strange’.

Yet more references, to cubism and the work of Alma Haser, are introduced on page 
32, and these precede a second portrait photo shoot and yet more experimentation. 
The final experiments (on pages 39 and 40) show how the synthesis of ideas is 
occurring just prior to the beginning of the formal supervised 10 hour period.

In its entirety this process of refinement and experimentation continues to show high 
levels of ability, understanding, experimentation and purposeful selection.

The work clearly meets the criteria in the 17 to 20 mark band.

Assessment objective 3: 19/24 marks
Throughout the submission there is a wealth of evidence of recording of observations, 
both written and visual, showing the articulation of ideas, insights and understanding. 
The understanding of relevant photographic process is also evident in respect of 
camera and software throughout the documentation of experimental work. Both in 
terms of skill and depth of understanding this demonstrates a highly developed level of 
ability to express personal intentions and ideas.

From page 27 the student purposefully uses drawing techniques with pastel, pencil 
and collage to enhance the ideas and enrich the response to the theme of ‘Fantastic 
and Strange’.

The work clearly meets the criteria in the 17 to 20 mark band.
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Assessment objective 4: 19/24 marks
The student chooses sources that often offer techniques for altering both the material 
and the visual composition of the image. The student realises their intentions in 
response to the sources by producing experimental work that references these 
techniques. They use collage, oil pastel, pen and pencil crayon to embellish surfaces 
and juxtapose slices of different images within photographic compositions. However, 
the personal and meaningful nature of the response is characterised by the student’s 
evolving combination of techniques whilst also demonstrating clear links to individual 
sources.

In addition, the student’s written annotation with regard to reflection, decisions and 
intention clearly outlines the personal nature of their creative journey. This journey is 
punctuated by regular examples of purposeful experimentation and refinement and by 
the way that the photographic skills and understanding are purposefully integrated with 
the manipulation techniques inspired by the selected sources.

Throughout the development of ideas, the student’s work clearly demonstrates a highly 
developed level of ability with respect to the understanding of visual language. This is 
evident in the realisation of intentions as a result of different experiments and also in 
the processes of production required for the creation of the final mounted image.

The work clearly meets the criteria in the 17 to 20 mark band.

Total: 76/96 marks
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