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Overview of work 
This Component 1 submission shows evidence of a sustained project on the theme of 
‘Fragments’, and two shorter projects, one entitled ‘Cover, Mask, Conceal, Hide’, and 
the other ‘Liverpool’. Further work shows annotation and practical experimentation in 
response to the study of a number of contemporary photographers.

The investigation and experimentations throughout often focus on the physical 
manipulation of photographic images, combining portraiture with experimental 
imagery. A wide range of material has been used to experiment within the media of 
photography. The student has also explored both the natural and urban environment as 
sources.

Assessment objective 1: 16/24 marks
After some initial experiments with camera technique the sketchbook shows how the 
student responds to the work of other photographers by producing a number of initial 
photographic responses. These demonstrate a visual understanding of the source. 
A project on the theme of ‘Fragments’ prompts the collection of relevant sources 
selected for their usefulness in exploring key words appropriate to this broad theme, 
such as ‘shatter’, ‘tear’, ‘smash’ and ‘rip’.

Throughout the work book the student makes many initial and purposeful photographic 
responses to the work of a range of photographers. These convincingly demonstrate 
an understanding which goes beyond the notion of copying and have links which can 
be detected in the future development of ideas.

The work convincingly meets the criteria in the 13 to 16 mark band.

Assessment objective 2: 16/24 marks
On almost every page of the work book the student produces experimentation. This 
often involves the physical manipulation of the photographic image, for example 
through stitching, collaging, using scratched marks, cutting and reassembling. Many of 
these techniques are used in combination as the journey continues. 

In the ‘Fragments’ project, purposeful refinement can be seen in the choices and 
variations documented in the work book which ultimately lead to the production of a 
final selection of carefully produced and mounted images.

The variety of experimentation and range of appropriately selected media is a strength 
in this submission and its purposeful nature is underlined by links to the wide range 
of inspirational sources. There is a convincingly consistent ability to explore and 
experiment with materials and ideas related to the source material.

The work convincingly meets the criteria in the 13 to 16 mark band.
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Assessment objective 3: 15/24 marks
The recording of ideas related to the manipulation of the image is presented regularly 
and clearly throughout the work book. The final selection of prints display the student’s 
most refined versions. The majority of written annotation is descriptive of the making 
process and of decisions made by the student. The recording of insights and ideas 
through written annotation is brief, but occurs in the project on ‘Disguise’ as part of the 
student’s reflection on the suitability of images from a photo shoot. This is also evident 
in written comments about the use of materials in the final collection of stitched and 
painted photographs.  

Many of the images are altered through the process of graphic mark-making and 
stitching on to and into the surface of the photograph. 

The recording of observations through photography is consistent. The range of camera 
control is consistently skilful, as is the recording of experimental ideas and selection of 
appropriate materials.

The work clearly meets the criteria in the 13 to 16 mark band.

Assessment objective 4: 16/24 marks
Throughout the submission the student makes meaningful visual connections with 
sources that go beyond pastiche. As the projects and the student’s creative journey 
develop, the evidence shows a synthesis of ideas from many different sources. This, 
together with the continued combination of materials and techniques, demonstrates 
both a consistent level of meaningful understanding of visual language and the 
personal nature of the student’s response.

Whilst the selected and mounted prints illustrate the ability of the student to realise 
their intentions, the experimental work produced in response to the selected 
photographers in other parts of the work book, are also testimony to this aspect of the 
student’s ability.

The student’s ability to present a personal and meaningful response that realises 
intentions is convincingly consistent.

The work convincingly meets the criteria in the 13 to 16 mark band.

Total: 63/96 marks
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